
 
 

Marshall Road Elementary PTA Minutes  
August 30, 2018 @ 7pm 

MRES Library 
 
Attendees:  Anna Moore (President), Amanda DuFrayne (Vice President), Mel Keppel (Vice 
President), Laura Parker (Treasurer), Helen Lee (Secretary), Lauren Downs, Joan Ray, 
Chris Foley, Elizabeth Terry-Humen, Andrea Kramer, Yesenia Argueta, Jennifer Heiges, 
Elizabeth Lujan, Marina Paniara, Ashwin Joshi, Jason Niethamer, Annemarie McCaslin, Jen 
Harlow, Lisa Kelso, Nazir Ahmad, Martine Kuhle, Rachel Schnekendorf, Helga Tong, 
Graeme Jennison, Olga Hernandez, Kim Gilman, Missy Walsh, Fran DuFrayne, Sarah 
Knudsen, Seth Kaplan, Karen Strug 
 

I. Call Meeting to Order – President, Anna Moore, called the meeting to order at 
7:04pm. 
 

II. President’s Report 
 

A. Board Introductions – Anna thanked everyone for coming and introduced the 
new board.  
 

B. Program Chair Needs – Anna gave thanks to everyone who helped stuff our first 
Tuesday folders earlier this week! We have lots of opportunities going forward, 
so if you have an interest, we will help find a volunteer spot for you. The MRES 
PTA website has a program chair page with a list of program chairs.  The ones 
listed “open” are not yet filled.  Some spots yet to be filled include: 

 
-AnneMarie needs a co-chair for Runathon. This is our primary/main 
fundraiser of the year rather than holding multiple different fundraisers 
throughout the year. Runathon is on Fri, Nov 9. This weekend, you will get a 
volunteer email blast that lays out needs including those for Runathon.  
 
-For Fall Family Fun Night, we hope to have a food truck/socializing event. 
We need a chair for this to book the food trucks and coordinate volunteers. 
 
-Art Smart brings artists into the classroom. We have volunteers to run the 
programs, but we just need someone to coordinate all of this. 
 
-Appreciation Committee needs a chair. This committee helps thank everyone 
in school, including teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week at the end of 
the year. 

 
Amanda DuFrayne offered board members' time to talk about any interests 
people may have in chairing. On September 8, we have scheduled a program 
chair social where chairs will get to know the board and each other. The board 
will give chairs whatever they need and ongoing board support. Mel Keppel also 
added that if you want a co-chair, you can request that and even lead a 
committee with a friend. 

 



III. May Meeting minutes – Helen moved to approve the May 2018 meeting minutes 
and there were no objections. 

 
IV. Principal’s Report – Principal Heiges welcomed everyone (back).  Mrs. Heiges 

wants parents to know: Don’t delete the News You Choose emails - this is her 
weekly Friday message to the school community! If you don’t get these emails, 
call the main office and ask Carlette Van Kampen to add you to the list - spread 
the word! 

 
Tomorrow's email will have the framework for what you will hear on Back to 
School Night.  Things that you should hear about on Back to School Night: 
Positivity Project, a free program that teaches your children that other people 
matter through 24 character traits; students have started yoga so hopefully your 
kids will start teaching you some poses going forward; creating a culture of 
thinking (based on Harvard's Project Zero) - three teachers took training on this 
this summer and we are working to fold this into school curricula; focus on math 
and language arts (workshop model); mix of large group/small group and hands-
on/instructional teaching; new math resource purchased by Fairfax County Public 
Schools called Orgo; and Kindergarten through second grade students are 
studying words (prefixes, origin of words, etc).  
 
We have no new general education teachers this year (some new special 
education teachers). We are still using Google websites this year and Mrs. 
Heiges and the teachers request your feedback.  Mrs. Heiges reminded the 
attendees that teachers generally have 24 hours to respond to parents' emails.  
 
Finally, a lot of schools are switching to a combined Open House/Back to School 
Night but MRES has not made any decisions on this yet.  People (parents, 
teachers, students) seemed to enjoy the Monday Open House this year as it was 
the day before school.    

 
V. Audit Committee Report – Ashwin Joshi reported that three members met 

(Ashwin, Marina Paniara, and Zita Rostas) to review last year's finances. The big 
recommendation last year was to have an automated system rather than Excel 
because Excel spreadsheets are easy to manipulate. This past year's use of 
MoneyMinder lent a more robust budget report and a ledger that was easier to 
read, so the audit committee was happy that last year’s recommendation was 
taken up.  
 
The committee has some additional recommendations for this year:  
 
(1) Bank reconciliation review - We should better identify how scholarship money 

is allocated so that it is more transparent.  
(2) When handling cash, two individuals should be there to count the funds.  The 

person counting cash had a different amount from what the bank counted on 
two occasions.  

(3) We should take advantage of opportunities to be tax-exempt. Laura will look 
into getting tax exemption for the Book Fair as well as from other vendors in 
the neighborhood.  
 
Anna Moore recommended that the audit be adopted, Andrea Kramer 
seconded, and there were no objections. 

 
VI. Treasurer’s Report – Laura Parker went over the proposed 2017-2018 budget.   



 
Laura noted that an audit has to be performed every year for the PTA to 
maintain its non-profit status.  
 
Laura presented a draft budget report for the 2018-19 school year and an 
annual report from last school year. The formatting of our budget this year looks 
different from last year because we used MoneyMinder rather than Excel. If you 
have any questions on these reports, please contact Laura.  
 
We have a healthy starting balance ($10k in savings; $23k in checking). $13k of 
the checking balance is income from summer camps that we still owe in 
instructors’ salary, so we really have $10k in checking. Field trip costs were 
lower than what we expected last year, so we will consider budgeting more for 
the Principal's Fund this year.  Laura called attention to a line item for track 
improvement, which consists of $1300 in restricted funds. We've had these 
funds for eight years, so our goal this year is to find a way to release those 
funds.  
 
Additional income required ($5800) is a new line item in the Fundraising section 
of the budget that represents the difference in the amount we need in additional 
fundraising to fund everything the PTA typically supports.  
 
Andrea Kramer asked whether the Community Club will receive funds for their 
year-end party, and, if so, a line item for $50 should be added.  Anna Moore 
noted that they did not accept the funds offered to them last year.  Laura agreed 
to add the $50 line item for this year.  
 
Andrea Kramer moved to adopt the 2018-19 budget with minimal corrections.  
Amanda DuFrayne seconded. There were no objections.   
 

VII. Program Chair Reports 
 
A. Runathon - Annemarie McCaslin 
Annemarie reminded us that Runathon is in 10 weeks and one day. It's a 
fantastic way to get involved with the school. Runathon is an event where kids 
sign up and get sponsorships to run laps around the school track. We are looking 
for volunteers; Annemarie has a sign up sheet. If you have a company that wants 
to put its logo on the t-shirt, please contact Annemarie.  
 
B. Room Parent Network - Elizabeth Terry-Humen 
Elizabeth is still coordinating Room Parents for every class. She will have forms 
sent out this week. Please ask your teacher if you are interested in being a room 
parent, if you haven't signed up already. You can co-room parent with other 
parents.  Room Parents send out information on behalf of PTA. 
 

C. Enrichment - Seth Kaplan 
Seth described before school enrichment activities, such as Spanish, yoga, 
computer coding, Minecraft, Fitness Warriors, Pix and Stix, etc.  You will receive 
information on this in a Tuesday Folder in two weeks. Most classes begin the first 
week of October; registration begins mid-September (9/17) and will be available 
online. Most classes are for fees; some are free. Most classes run from 815am to 
915am.  A parent mentioned that she would be interested in leading a typing club 
for students if there was enough interest.  Parent volunteers are welcome to 
coordinate or otherwise assist with enrichment classes.  



 

D. Dining for Dollars - Mara Gecan 
Dining for Dollars is a program in which a participating restaurant gives a 
percentage of its proceeds to MRES PTA for those meals purchased by 
individuals that mention MRES.  Anna Moore announced some upcoming Dining 
for Dollars opportunities: Rita's Ice in Vienna on 9/19 from 430pm-8om (ice 
cream before dinner!) and Mod Pizza on October 1.  We try to do one once a 
month.  

 
VIII. Plans for the New Year / New Website 

Anna Moore discussed the new MRES PTA website that is currently being 
developed. We are trying to consolidate all PTA stuff on one website so that the 
volunteer list, enrichment, payment for PTA stuff, directory, sign-up for 
volunteering will all be in one place! It's also easy to use for non-tech savvy 
people. We are in the process of moving stuff from our old website to the new 
website, so feedback is welcome on what you think should or should not move to 
the new site. Thank you Amanda DuFrayne for researching the website providers 
and helping us select Membership Toolkit! 
 
Amanda DuFrayne asked everyone to look forward to membership in MRES PTA 
as we are making it competitive this year to appeal to everyone's inner NoVa 
parent.  The PTA is here to serve you, so please let us know how we can do that 
better. 
 

IX. New Business – no new business discussed 
 

X. Meeting Adjourned by Anna at 8:11pm.   
 

XI. Next PTA Meeting will follow an Ice Cream Social that begins at 5pm on 
September 24, 2018.   

 
Parents and Teachers Please... 

● JOIN the PTA! http://marshallroadpta.org/join 

● DONATE to Friends of Marshall Road! http://marshallroadpta.org/direct-donations 

● SIGN UP for ENews! http://marshallroadpta.org/news/subscribe-to-enews/ 
● LIKE us on Facebook: MRES PTA 

 
PTA Board Contacts 

Anna Moore (president@marshallroadpta.org) 
Amanda DuFrayne (vp@marshallroadpta.org) 

Mel Keppel (vicepresident@marshallroadpta.org) 
Laura Parker (treasurer@marshallroadpta.org) 

Helen Lee (secretary@marshallroadpta.org) 
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